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Death. The restoration of normal economic conditions caused a retun to the interrupted course of normal development Free labor anc rents took the place of forced services, and by the middle of the fif, teenth century villeinage had practically vanished.
Rural prosperity suffered a check from the Black Death, but commerce advanced greatly. Edward III., like Edward I, realized tha by developing the wealth of his subjects he would get more money intc the treasury than by heavy exactions. His grandfather had done mucl to create in the trading- community the consciousness of commor national interests of greater importance than local rivalries. Edwarc III., as Duke of Aquitaine, sought to extend in England the markei for the products of Aquitaine, and as King of England to extend it Flanders the market for English wool. The methods of strict regulation and supervision which he adopted, though they do not appeal tc the modern economist, were in accordance with the ideas of the time and were indubitably accompanied by a great expansion of trade while they greatly simplified the business of collecting dues. Edwarc also went farther than any of his predecessors in his efforts to encourage experts in cloth-making and other industries to settle in England, with the result that Englishmen learned the arts of the foreign manufacturers, and were very soon competing with them anc even surpassing them in the cloth-working trades.
There was no corresponding progress in France. The French kings and the French nobles were more disposed to regard the commercial classes of the towns as accumulators of wealth of which they might justly be deprived than as producers of wealth whose prosperity the whole community benefited. There was no class corresponding to the English yeomanry, and the peasantry, whose condition was more servile than that of any of the English peasantry, suffered horribly from the wars and still more horribly from the Black Death. Both in the form of services and in the direct form of taxation they were ground down after a fashion unknown in England; it was sheer misery and want that drove them into the desperate insurrection called the Jacquerie, which was stamped out with utter ruthlessness and only served to prove their helplessness.
When King John was a prisoner in the hands of the English, the .regency was vested in the Dauphin, who had not yet learned the wisdom of his later years. The fortunes of France were at their lowest ebb, and the States General was summoned with a view to the provision of money. The commons, led by Stephen Marcel, endeavored to use the financial lever as a means to getting control of the government into their own hands, in a mismanaged effort to achieve a position Sfuch as that which they conceived to be position of the Parliament fa England. For a moment they seemed to have succeeded, but they neither the experience nor the machinery for conducting a gov-